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everyday responsibilities. I knew him the same way I had known 

Jeremy. 

Once I made the decision to do it, everything happened very 

quickly. 

Ward 

Bob Claver, who was 

the executive producer 

of “The Partridge 
Family” and Paul Witt, 

who was one of the pro- 
ducers of “Here Come 
the Brides,” came up 

with the concept for 

“Getting Together.” 
In those days, 

Screen Gems was the 
sitcom factory. They 
had shows such as 

“Father Knows Best,” 

“Bewitched,” “I Dream 

of Jeannie,” and 

“Hazel.” 

“Getting Together” 
allowed Bobby to use 
his music, but we didn’t 

want it to turn into an 

excuse for a variety 

show. We were trying to 
have him taken seri- 
ously as a television 
actor. 

I was also hoping 
that we could sell a 
variety show as a sum- 

mer replacement series. That way, Bobby would be on in two dif- 

ferent formats: as an actor in a situation comedy in the winter 
and a singer on a variety show in the summer. 

So it was decided that Bobby wouldn’t appear singing his 
songs in “Getting Together,” but that his character should be in 
the music business—which explained his long hair. 

. Making “Getting Together” a spinoff from an episode of “The 
Partridge Family” seemed to me to be a good way to launch the 
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show. Earl Bellamy directed the pilot episode, and we had eight 
days to shoot the entire script. 

I had met David Cassidy before because our sound stages had 
been right next to each other. When we were finishing the last sea- 
son of “Brides,” they had started film- 

ing “The Partridge Family.” 

I had seen David on several occa- 
sions, but just to say “hi” in passing. 

We didn’t hang around together; we 
were both busy and didn’t have 

time. We both knew who the other 

was but that was about the extent 

of our association. 

Ward 

David Cassidy didn’t much like 
the idea of the spinoff. The 

first day on the set, I heard 

David on the phone to his 

agent complaining about it. 

It was an uncomfortable 
situation. 

“How could you have 

allowed this to happen?” 

David was saying. “This 
isn’t a ‘Partridge Family’ poe PAVE Suomi 
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of a sudden Bobby 

Sherman has more to do 

thond do,we..” 
From his point of view, who wouldn't feel that way? To 

assuage David, Screen Gems gave him a share in the profits of 

“Getting Together” and the news appeared in the press. 
The next thing that happened was that Jack Cassidy, David’s 

father, appeared on “The Tonight Show,” and, of course, one of 

the questions was, “What about all this hoopla surrounding 

your son becoming a teenage idol?” He said, “Well, there’s good 

things and bad things. My son has no private life. He started out 

as a serious actor, and he doesn’t want to turn into Bobby 

Sherman.” 
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Working with David was just the same as working on any 
show. It was work. We were polite to each other, we knew our lines, 
we did our jobs and left. 

Fans waited for the pilot episode with the two of us, debating 
which one of us they liked better. 

I never felt any direct competition with David, although I was 
often asked if I did. In terms of fans, there was a David Cassidy 
camp and a Bobby Sherman camp. Maybe after the announce- 
ment that Patti and I were married, some of my fans drifted over 
to David. I don’t know. 

David wound up experiencing some of the same difficulties 
that I did. Being a teenage idol or bubble-gum idol makes it diffi- 
cult to be taken seriously in other contexts. So you work that much 
harder. It took him a long time, as it has me, to accomplish some 
of the things that we wanted to do. He’s appeared on Broadway 
two or three times. That’s pretty good. 


