this page: (b. 4/12/50, New York

City) The son of actor Jack Cassidy and
actress Fvelyn Ward, Cassidy become o worldwide sensation when he starred opposite stepmoth-
er Shirley Jones on the hit television series The Pariridge Family. (Notably, he and Jones were
the only actual singing members of the TV cast, and Cassidy had no idea that Jones was playing
his mother unfil he was signed on. He also had a long-ferm affair with actress Susan Dey, who
ployed his sister Laurie—which outlosted the run of the show.) The “group” had  first big hit
with I Think | Love You" (the biggestsefiing record of 1970), followed by “t Woke Up in Love
this Morning” and Cassidy’s sofo version of “Cherish.” So adored was he at the time thot his fan
club membership was the largest in history, exceeding those for Elvis and The Beatles. At age
twenty-one, he was the highest-paid performer in the world. Cossidy had come very far from his
days os o school troublemaker and college dropout. But maybe not: anxious to shed his teen
image, he appeared seminude in a Rofling Stane magozine fecture. The publicity greatly hurt his
popularity, and he sank into @ three-year “dark” period of clcohol and drug abuse in Los
Angeles. Lately, he has taken up theater acting and has played in the shows Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat (you will hear this name again!), Time, and Blood Brothers, this
last one with stepbrother Shoun Cassidy. (Gene Trindl/MPTV)

opposite: (b. 9/27/58, Los Angeles, Calif.) Shaun is the son of actors Jack Cossidy

(who certainly had some strong genes and goodHooking boys!) and Shirley lones, —_
ond the stepbrother of Dovid Cossidy. When just eleven, slim Shaun sang and com- m
posed music with his own band; at sixieen, he signed a record deal (with Wamer =
Bros.) ond had o major European hit, “Morning Girl,” in 1976. Cost in the television

show The Hordy Boys Mysteries (1977-19) with Patker Stevenson, Cossidy began =
his stateside coreer in earnest. His remake of The Crystals hit “Da Do Ron Ron“— n
featured on an April 1977 episode—went fo number-one. Comely Cossidy is edsily m
one of the most recognized teen idols of his, or any other, age. Yet his popularity far

exceeds the expected payoff from such a paliry run af the charts: he had only two m
more fop-ten hits. Though by no means vnique, this is evidence that a pretty face con g’_
make it seem like you are o bigger star than your falents warront, But Cossidy had o o
ace up his sleeve: he become a noted behind-the-scenes television worker, and the —

series American Gothic (1995-96), which he created, wrote, and produced, was o aitical,
though short-lived, success. (Michaef Ochs)
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