. Helio lavs !

Did you halppen to read
last week’s column where I
| made all sorts of lists of
 things which turn me on, and
also mantwned a few thm S
that don’t? Well, I kep

| wanting to bring up a certain
;}:sab:e::t but none of the sec-
tion headings like ‘1 love’ or

I bureti hy seemed to fit
j{ﬁ; at all.
. You see theres this thmg

':?fthat reaiiy drives me up the

“wall; I even start thinking
about it and I
~on the other hand I dig it.
- (Everycne who is now thor-
_oughly eonf‘used please sig-
nity.

- round the bend is myself and
*-fthis____realiy wexrd habit T
into a long tlme -ago.

ain?

:é__shall 1 expl

~about finding out where
things came from If I had a
secret ambition I

_ years researching origins and
 then write a huge book like

Roget’s Thesaurus. I'd prob-

_ ably call it Cassidy’s Almanac
_of Useless Inft}rmatmn and
wouldn’t ithe: =

But I'd really dxg it and I

would read it even if every-
-i--‘one else just used it to prop
_open doors!

 ber when it all started, prob-
ﬁi}éfr im‘-'—sr.haal when I was a

persanullv to you_'lg |

Thls week Duwd’s gettmg nght
 down to the nitty gritty and
findmg out just how everything

‘that matters got started!

I go nuts, but
'_1t %om

y raising your hand!)
 What's just about to send me

O’W-

in the middle of

_ think it
- would be to spend years and

1 don’t remem-

. g P .

covered fire and the wheel
etc. All of a sudden I wanted
to know really important
things like who made the first
window shade, or for that

matter, the first window. I
couldn’t eat a sandwich with-
out wondering who got the
_idea for mustard. To this day

a bus goes by and 1 don’t just
ignore. it or think something

.' ienmbie like “ There goes a
bus
‘wonder who built the first
bus,” then I wonder what

I think. ~"Boy |

year it was, and who rode m
where
een able to find out

lots of these goodies by just

keeping my ears open, butI'm

‘always ready for more. It
~used to drive my f{friends
_ crazy
sitting &r{}und talking or eat-

_ ing or samethm
Well, I have thzs real bug-

too, because we'd be

and right
everythmg
I stood staring at a certain
object on the table. Know-

‘ing what was in stare for

them, and unable to bear the
thought, they'd start whoop-

_ing or bangmg me on the

head or anything they could
think of to divert my atten-
tion. All this commotion
just because 1 suddenly
wondered who got the idea to

shake salt out of a container
(and for that matter, how did

salt ever start being used for

food in the first place ?) and
‘wasn’t afraid to ask. -
tid and learned about

1 lxma;ix_fz;mce dis-

I remember one time think-

i_zng ~how I'd never seen a

writers, you don’t happen to

really big post office van and
‘asking a friend how he sup-
posed the mail was moved be-
tween cities that were too

close together to send the

goodies
plane.

y rail or ship or
My friend gave me a
withering look and said,
“They mail it, stupid!”
After I'd finished cracking up

over that reply, 1 made it my
business to find out that over

here independent trucking
companies are used for this
purpose in case you're inter-
ested—which I doubt!

I’'m happy to tell you that
I'm much better now, and can

go for hours without wanting

to know where one single
thing originated. In fact, al-
though I've been talking about

my weakness, I've typed this
whole letter (very badly, 1
assure you) without falling
back
Isn’t that great?

into my old habit.

Love,

P.S. Say, speaking of type-

know where the first one was
built and who operated it
and . . . Oh, never pind !
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