Specially for you, Tone talked to
the off-stage David Cassidy . . .

the guy few people ever get close to!

HEN Elvis Presley opened up
a whole new sound 1the

younger generation idolised
him.,,and a whole |lot of older ones
frowned as i1 they were heanng a
airty wora for the fust ume. The
some happened on a global basis s
the mop-naired Liverpophans, the
Beatles, ano the lank-haired Stones
ook the music world by the ears
and the record buving public by
the pochet.

They were just not on — the older
genarption were not having any of
these pop changes. ""Stick to moon-
n-June” seemod 0 be their

univorsal cry.,

S0 what's happening today in
this vear of pops 19737 Waell —the
very worgshippers of El, John, Poaul
and Co. and Mick Jogger seem to be
the ones to run down the Osmonds
and the rest of the teeny bopper
idols up 10 Dawvid Cassidy. You may
asikk yoursol! what is Cossidy reolly
ike 10 cause all this controversy ?
So for you | went along to find out -
and this is my opinion ., . .

David Cassidy 18 very, very un-
affected -~ an especially nice person
. . . | was struck by the change that
haod come over him since our hHirst

meoting on Top of the Pops mix
months eariier. Now he was much
more fnendly, much morg co-opers -

bve . perhaps he was being allowed 4%

more freedom than on the last rip.

Pomsonally | think the stones of
the ught secunty around Cassidy
were overblown ano overdono by
some sechons of the Press. Neither
do | agree with some nowspaper
viowe of David's concerts, As | sat
there at Wembley | couldnt help
but 1think back » few veors 10 1he
days of Beatle-mama. But the
Cossydy mass-hysteria had nothing
of the wild intenaity of the Beatle
ord. Of course thero was cheering,
screaming, butl n the meain the
audience were mucn better behaved
| | can romember those New
Musical Express Poll Winners” Con-
corte with the Stones and CLff
Richard 1n the heyday of mass-
mobbing. None of Dawvid's shows
were at this kind of pitch,

But off stage, and away from the
screams, both Tessa and | thought
Dawvid a really mce guy -~ she says
he 18 @ nice mover' | | agree. He puts
on a8 good show, hig performance
and presentalion on s1age sre exoel-
lent and, for those cnucal writers,
he happens 1o 8ing In wne.

Tessa and | went alono to see
Dowvid at hie hotel with Rodio One-
dorful producer Roger Pusey, So
many of you had written 1o me with
questions for David ~ about his life,
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hie hikes, his dishkes - thot for o
while | was in danger of dominatng
the conversaton on your behalf!

ror starters. What about the Part-
noge Family? Yes, Dawid is doing
another seres. in spite of what you
might have read elsewhere. But
somaehow | got the impression that
he 18 not completely interested in 1t
This will be the last series - after ol
Its been going these nast three of
four years in the States and | think
David 18 conscious he isn't as big in
America as he was . . . in Bntain
1odoy e popularity and fan fervour
matches the halcyon days of the
USA two yeoars back.

As | spoke to David | felt that he 1s
congécious that he could be a passing
phase. He doesnt seem to think
pobout himgelf lasting -~ even another
year. He says he 18 not really womed
about his records going 10 the top
(but | have my doubts about that!),

What of his future, after the nine
months thot this laot Partridge series
will take to film ? He plans to develop
his career in onother direction, o
different way - and he did say he
would ke to make a film alone.

| got the impression as we chotted
aboult the Partndge television series
that his little boy image is some-
thing of a horror for him, and | don't
think | misunderstood David's
analysis.

What about David’s Itkes 1n pop
music 7 Well, he hee only recently
‘oiscovered’ the Beatles —and he
hos flipped. He likes both the eorly
and the later Beotles discs : he is an
avowed big big fan — especially of
John and Yoko, And whenever he's
here he waitches Top of the Pops
avidly and wase amazed by Slade , , .
he made something of an unusual
remark, in that he said that he
thought that Noddy Holder had
been influenced 10 some degree by
John Lennon. Perhaps he meont in
the attack, tone and aggressiveness
of his voice?

Too soon it wos time for us to go,
and to close | asked his opinion of
Top of the Pops as @ show. "There's
nothing as good in the States....,”
he said very definitely and sincerely.
S0 toke o bow producer Johnny
Stewart and company,

Back to my normal column next
week, See you then. Love,

.
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