THE LATEST in the singing-acling [amily {rend is
the ‘Partridge Family,” starring David Cassidv and
his step-mother Shirley Jones. Emphasis is on music
and comedy. (UPI}

TV Producers Eye
Music-Family Ties

NEW YORK (UPD)--Since

Ricky Nelson made his singing

dehut and became a leen-ase

idol on “The Ozzie and Harriet

Shaw,” television producers
have devised ways Lo copitalize

on music vis-a-vis the family
situation comedy, with somo
suceess.

Their lalesl innovalion, "“The
Partridge Family,” premiercs
Friday, Sepi. 23, on ARC.TV

and may have the pizazz io-
succeed where olhers have
failed,

Due reasom is its youthful ro-
star, David Cassidy--a brisht,
brimming actor-musician of (he
Monkees group—who will carry
the hall in the ‘music deopart-
ment just as - Rirky Nelson—

‘now but A reran ml:'mm':.'-—did"

in less  sophisticated, hygone |
years, ]
The olher reason is  the
‘show’s  unorthodox  theme:; A

Tamily o youngsters ages ﬁ-ng
makes lhe hig-time in rock ‘n*’
roll. and ierd by their mother-—-
'in real life David's siepmother
—Shirley Jones. tours  elub;
dales as (he Partridpe family:
aboard o psychedelie hus. !
Like the popular Monkees’!
Aelevision show of a.few vears:
.back—which borrowerd hravily’
o1 the success of the Beatles’:
Alarx Bros. parody in the [ilm
“A  Hard Day's Night“—the:
Partridges will release several’
youth-orienled songs during the
season. Bell Reenrds. o division
lof  Cualumhin  Pirtures, has.
inmched  an expensive  cam. )
‘pitign 1o promote this music,

" Already {heir first release, T
Think | Lave You," has made!
headway an the market charts. !
And an  alhum of Partridge:
music will he released in {ime
dor  the hali-hour program's
-debul.

No one ean deny Miss Jones’
indefaligable talent. The Rogers |
and Hammerslein sweelhear! of
lhe maovie versions of “'Qklnho-:
ma” and “Carousel” has been |
awarder and rewarded for her
many accomplishmenis in {he
thealrical arts—mncluding an
Dsear f(uor her role as Lulu !
Baines in “Elmer Gantry.” |

Her  stepsan David—son  of
_Broadway star Jack Cassidy—is
-nat totally without relerences
gither., e cvommanded a co-
slnrving  role in the Alan
‘Sherman Broadway musical !
“The Fig Leaves are Falling,”
and has hecen scen on television
' “'lronside,” “The Survivors,”
“dMareus Welby,” “Adam 12"
MBI and Bonanza.'

“Partridee” pradueer Sercen .
Gems feel he is deslined (o he
lhe next feen-age idol in I.hﬁi
rack world. Al 20, the 5-font-B.!
A30-pound  s1ar has heen a-
prime target of teen and pre.-
teen magazine publishers in-
recent months. '~




