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By MARY CAMPBELL
AP Newsfeatures Writer
Somebody once sald of David
Cassidy that he looks llke n
person whose high school guld-
ance counselor predicted a fu-
ture as a tecn-age idol.

It's a good line and every-
body in the room laughs at it
Cassidy, the interviewer,
press agents, a girl writer from
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Rolling Stone who is following
him nround for several days
and a couple ol people who
work for Cassidy. Cassidy re-
lated it when ansked whether he
oL out to become o tevny-hop-
poer ddol, UNoL Toes anybady ?
Can you  imagine  somebody
saying, ‘Someday I'm going 1o
he o teen Wol?' 1T never ever
diel.”

But Cassidy is an ldol, to pre-
teens and even little girls more
thin to teen ngers, At his Maddi-
Coneert,
sold out three days after tickets
went on sale, many members
nudiener
ishingly young - 6, 7, %, 11, Par.
ents hrought the young [ry, be-
they  consider Cassidy's
imagpe wholesome on the TV
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show, ""The Partridge Fnmily."
Nhow Business Family

Cassidy, who started as an
n~tor, non-singing, dolng mostly
TV, Is from a show hisiness
famlly. His parents, Evelyn
Ward and Jock Cassidy, whao
were divoreed when he was 5,
and  his  stepmother,  Shirley
Jones, nre In show husiness.
Misy Jones playsg the mother on
“The Partridge Family” and
member  of s family rock
group. Cassldy's volee and hers
are heard on the five “Por-
tridge Family'" LI's; the other
voices are not those of the
youny actorg sSeen in the TV
series,  The  first  Partridge
Family release, I Think 1
Lawve You,' featuring Cassidy's
voiee, wns a hit and his first
one  under his  own  name,
“Cherish,” last October, also
was o hit,

On the April 18 bestselling
charts, Cassidy's "Could Tt Be
Forever?" was Nno, 1K down
from the previous week's high
of 15 and the Partridge 17nmi-
ly's “Am I lasing You?" was
No, 44 and climbing, On the [P
name, 'Cherish,” was No. 1),
down fromm 12, where it hal
stayed  for three weeks, and
“The Partridge Family Shop-
ping Bag"™ was 29 and elimbing,

As 1 generalization, the more
wholesome the reputation of the
singing star anld  the younper
his fans, the more hland are
the things he says Iin an intrp-
view,

Cussidy doesn't say nnything
startling when interviewed, hut
he works up steam a couple of
times. For instance, he says,
“"People say to me, 'Give our
kids something to follow, some-
thing to hellove in." Fverybody
witnlts to make moe the Pied Dj-
per antd I'm neat.

Only Right FFor Me

‘Adults  say, *You have all
this influence  on our  youth
Whant are you daing 1o save
them from this wicked world

“How can [ tell anyone whit
to do? How do T know what i
right for them?” What is right
for me is not necessarily right
e you, It's only right for e
at this time,

"Sometimes the kids  them.
selves  ask. ‘They  write  fnd
will ndviee amed say, I know
you'sl  Inow  how 1o handle
things like this.” How would 12
[ couldn't handle things  Jike
that when I was that ape”

Chassidy  also  enjoys talking
ahout times he has  dispruised
himsell o ot to stares where
thers js no easy entranee, such
s oab Atlantie City, "And T've
thaed 1o move three times in the
Haos Anperles area, Kids eame (o
my house, which 1 ean't toler-
vatve,  And they  dress up o oay
im:nr!s: and bartenders and try
10 et 1oone in hedoels,

Just Get Flustermd

“They don't know what 160 o
when they do get 1o the doar,
‘They just get flustered when

Cassidy Gets Another Boost As Teenage Idol

they get up to me. They
haven't thought past the con.
quest. They don’t know what 1o
do —unlegs they're in a group.
Then they attack,”

How does Cassidy deal with
fame? "“Man has learned to
deal with much heavier things
than that, There have been ob-
stacles and inconvenlences but
the majority of it is just really
nien."

Iike what? “It might be eas-
jer tn say what I don't enjoy
from success. I don't enjoy the
loss of privacy. I dont particu-
larly enjoy sceing stars in
peoples eyes. I don't enjoy not
heing able to go out and hang
lonse and not he noticed.”

“"Thn Partridge Family' iz in
its second season, This season
Cassldy, in the series, is 17, Ac-
tually, he js8 22, Next scason,
for which shooting starts in
May, he'll be 18.

“It certainly does get tire-
some doing a series, ‘The same
people, the same situations, the
same house, the same friends,
same cverything.” Is he tired
enough of it to guit? *' Eventuul-
ly, but not now. But I can't see
mysell being 25 on 'The Par-
tridpe Family' and still singing
and playing guitar in a wherl-
chair.” Does Cassidy expeet to
he in & wheelchair at 25?7 "“No,
hut I'd feel liKe it.”

At Press Conference

From the interview, the
group in the room go by lim-
ousine to John Jay College of
Criminal Justice, for n press
conference of writers from New
York high school and college
newspnpers.  The  pirl  in-
trocducing him says usually they
have politieal figures, but at
present they're all campalgning
for the presidency, so here is
David Cassidy, |

Cassidy says, “I'm sorry 1
showed up instead of Richard
Nixon,"

Cassidy answers jnlo a ml-
crophnne hut since nobody re-
peats Lhe questions, most of the
time  nolody  knows what s
heing answered.

“How does it Tee]l being back
in  New  York? Hus It
changed?"

“Well, T was here about n
month ago so I don't think the
change is since then. T lved
here three years ago, JIUS ns
dirty as iL ever was, This time
[ hiaven't been onut on  the
streets,”

Not Perfect

“"How do yorr pe aboul ape
pealing o collegge kids?"”

“I don’t eare il 1 (o or don’t
appenl o college kids or adulls,
[ no longer go through the in-
security of feeling that I'm only
followed by a# certain npe
group. It someone in college
eian free themselves of the iden
that it is not hip or sophis-
ticauted to like me, fine.”

‘““Feen magazines write you
up as being almost perfect. Are
you?"




