Shirley will never wear an apron

By VERNON SCOTT

HOLLYWOOR -~ (UPD)—
Motherhoed for almost all

“elernity, right up through -
George Jessel's last réndition’

of “My Mother's Eyes,” has
‘pletured dear old mom in a
shawl, rocking chair or wash-
ing chshes

Shirley Jones in *“The Par-
-lridge Family” s a blessed
#meptmn
- “T've never worn an aprun
on the show and T never
will,'" said the beautiful
‘blonde who plays mother la
" five musical kids cach week.

She plays mother to three
-of her own at home.

“Mother i= no longer 3 liltle
old lady baking biscuils,”
Shirley went on. “Even
grandmothers don't go (hat
route anymore, So 1 stay out

of the kitchen as much as -
-pogsible on the show. At

heme, 100.”
~ Shirley came lo Hol]ywmd

in 1854 to star in the movie

version u_f “Oklabomal” she

was a beantiful youngster still

pink-cheeked and padded with
bahy fat.

Tuday she is svelte, consid-

erably more beautiful (han

before and possessed of a
suiued sex appeal.

As Shirley’ Pariridge. she
would lock good in a pear
tree or anywhere else —even
the kitchen —the producers of
the ARC series might decide
fo put her,

Originally they conceived
Mother Pariridge as the ster-
entyped long suffering, but
undersianding, matriarch.

But - after contracls were
signed and serips were seruli-

nize<l 1t became apparent that -

Shirley wasn’t ready for cro-

‘cheting antimacassars or

rattling tea cups. “The role I

_play is not a great dea! differ-

ent- from my own

person-
alit}*,” Shirley said.

“I told

t‘na pmducﬁrs I didn't want b
gel away Irom my cnnc&ptmn
of motherhood.

“I have a wonderful rap-'.

port with my three young-
sters. I'don’t pat them on the
head and talk down to them.
And I didn’t want fo' portray
that sort of mother on {he air.
It is, after all, unrealistic.

.Once a woman becomes 2
_molher she doesn’t automati-

rally become a saint.”

Dnes Gedrge Jessel know
this?

While Shirley may not be a.

saint, she has the patience of

- one, working with ss many

children and
hn 'd her awn,

‘Behind the scenes Shirley is
lhe real life Stepmoiher o
David Cassidy, the handsome
yomng lead singer of the show
who has created a raging
storm of idolatry among kids

111anaglng ta

frem playpens to eampus.

There is a vespecel and af-
feclion between 2l-year-old
David and  Shirely thal is
unigue and ‘warm ir hard
heurted Hollyivood,

- “David agrees wilh the
Kind of mother I play on the
show,” she said. “My own
kids ask every now_and then
(why I don’t look mere like a
mont. -

“But who's o say what a

mnfher lacks like these days?

The Ann Harding er Dame
May Whilty picture just

Except, perhaps, in Qenrge
Jessel's big blue eyes. -

Bit Parls:- Gwen Vﬁ:fdﬂn
will make her first drarpatic
Broadway appearaige in
“Children, Children,” for pro-
ducer Arlhur Whilelaw. ..
Gregory Peck, who hak  two
productian {-nmpqmps """ wfor
maovies, plans to form & &urd
for a new film in. which lie
will star ... Angel Tonipkins
played gm:st slar roles .back-
loback in “Iranside;; ‘and

doesn't exisi anymore,”

“Love, American Style™ - i )




