By NORMA LEE BROWNING miliions, and he Is gererslly; By now, with the Pariridpe
HOLLYWOOD — “Success boleredited with selling 98 percen: [Famidy golng into its  thied
me now s no langer deﬂar:!m‘ all “Partnidge Famlly singies season and “Partridge” recor-

and ceats ™

50 spoke a2 young man Who
could well afford o say o He:

{and albums, alwo numbering I
the millions

David = father 15 the well

gorssad more than 4 rr'.illlnni
last year i hls apare tme, jost
working weekends el
probably double It this yerre :

And the revolting truth 18 he's|
barely 22 yonrs old

Hiz rame nocase 34 havea't
already guessed, 15 Davld
Cunidy, and his schtick, i cdse
you don't read the fan mags
13 thrill threbbing  Ameriea's
female adolescents

in short hos  Amenca's
arwest leeny-boppor fdol and
currenty the hottest altraclion)
in show business

e al=n hippens to be the
singing  star ol a2 popular
television scries The Partrdge)

P

keown actor Jack Cassidy, but
David has never iraded on s
family name. When be tried out
for she Partndge Famlly, the
producers didn't know whe he
was, Lheugh they had alrvady
signed Shirley for the singing
Pariridge mother,

S0 that sounds [ike a press
arent 1 kandout” Then fei David
toll

"My agents hedrd they were
casung for the sho, #0 they
senl me over to try out for
one of the roles [ thought it
was a straight acting role They
didn't even ask me o ung A

dings skyrockellng Dawid
Casydy Iy a0 vrengly ldentified
with the show thda! the real
beglnning of hs almosl
“overnlghl' suecess somehow
Eels [nal In the skulfe

In Holly

& nomsinging, Aramatic rol asihopes to be ready for mare
1 child dlabelic on an episode!muture and meaningful scting
of Marcus Welby, M D rows

Thal’s quite & swich from the| Over a vegetarian luncheon at
Image he projecis on the con-|ihe Yinkee Pedinr In Hurbank,
ceri slage, gyraling in & skinelnot far from Screen Gems

wood

kils, hunch boxas, phots afburmd,
o books, and what not,
"'Sure, It's commercialieing Bul
If the kids want David Casardy
bubble gum, why pet?™ he
dhriigs

Ught  white jumpiit to the
shrill, esr shatiering Acreams
and walls of wha! were ooce

The fact i mal David Cassidy
wis discavered by Uhe Younger
generation even helore the firal

apisode of the Partnidge Family
had ared  Furthermore, he

hecame & tecnage idnl pob as
a singer, hut on the baris of

called “bobby soxers

But he 15 very serious about
(his acUng, and mos. emphatic
in reminding you thal thal's
how he siaried=—in
dramalic roles When hin teeny
bopper-idol daye are aver, he

L)

setwly ) commercializing” on his name

Studios where the. Pariridze| Yel he wems lo know how
Famlly s  filmed, Dawidlie sort out his values *'0¥
rﬁcent{y summarized how he|COurse, [ siil care  aboud
feels about hip career, where! the money (it pays for his white
he's at, how he got there, where | COTVElle), but success means a
he hapes ta go gtﬂl more than that I slill care
| whether my records are selling
He Has been |because [ want to g0 on pinging

| and making music

critized [or

with David Cassidy posters,! “But T want to become a|P"

David Casaidy bubble gum, lovelserious actor, 100, 1 wat hora

few days later they called me
In again 1 guess they got up|

Farmly, aired Fridass on ABC l

tight when they found out whoj
Naoans Was more curprised

1 was

thur hia own JTamily  when] “They asked me how T would|
Duewis carecr tood  off s0|feel about wothing with my|

spectacularly Sald his step-|stepmather—i they should sign
mether  Bhirley  Jomes  *WGelhker They'd already s:igred hee,|
rever hnew he couid sing Hejbut they didnt tell me that
was Just apound the  hotwe! They were Just Wring o feed
fociing with 2 gustar hibe most; me out
baoss da " I saed [ thourht ot weuld be
AS mny B siewmers oo, uet preat werking with Saurley,
Dawvd s peal bele stepmather 13{and they Inoked surpnised |
his felevision mothor 15 the guess some buds dond gut along
Parindyge senies o e role ofjwith fFoar stepmolhers, but ]
Keith pPartndgze, Davd Is lead | think Shorley 's the greatest I'm
unpir and plays the puitar njerazy about her, ard we get
the famly s musier] comba Fhelalong fine She's bees a great
awn records are Selling in thelstabilizipg influence on e "

]

He recailed some of hls .'r?]'
“Four years ago [ was
m;m!lht IH‘I& of New York
og for & am ac

1 was iz » litte rnckn:ﬂl
group, but what [ really wanted
to be was an sclor”
Couldnt  hia  [ather
he|ped him find a ob?
“I wouldn't have asked him,"”
he replied politely “Besides,
my falber wasn't all that in-
fluential "

David dyd land & rode n 2
Broadway musical “The Fig
Leaves Are Faling” which
{bombed 11 less than a week
| “My father told me not to be
|sarry 1l flopped He wnd you
‘earn more irom your flops than
'vour hits But my father was
|m d5 Broadway shows so he
{had several flops and an op |
jportunity to learn a lot from}
ithem I've only had one flop
iso [ar, so [ guess | shll have
‘a ot of learning o do "'

Dut a movie talent scout saw
i h:s performance in that fop and
hiked it “He broughlt me out
here to do A screen Lesd for

have

Hoging, bat the mall saried
coming in te the studio &nd the
{an magazines "

slaried the Camsidy cuit

Five days aller the show
alred, local tv statbons, net-
works, and the fan mdgizines
were  inundated  wilh  etlers
from yousgriers asking who i3
be?, and demanding Lo know
more about Rlm The fan mags
haven't been Lhe pame since.

4T was really an !l.lml.mn.“
mys-David. "“The only rﬂp“
-ﬁmxm were the kids "

However, it was his dabetic] Obviously, he peojecs
role on Marcus Welby thal|something from the v screen

that |s sure-{ire charlsma even
wilhou! singlng But with the
launching of. Lhe PariridEe
Family, hia recocdings, and his
ils concert tours David's cs-
reer has momed lo dieying
heights

One carried his photo on the
cover for M-consecutive months

maga and ihe Cassldy

of all his iy shows—David was

Mreidy a “discovery” before
his debut in the Partridge
Family

In fact be and Shirley made
i lwo-week promotional tour of

How does he analzye hly own
appeal to the female
adolrscents?

“I think it's all remance,

Largely because of the fan|fantasy with them,™ he says.
fan|"Many are Just at that age,
clubt—which demanded reruns|i4 and 15 where they're falling

In love for the first thme, s0
U'm ke therr first Jove And
I'm neee and safe and nol very
tkrealening to them becauss
I'm or a teievishon series I
& kind of romantic héro wor-

18 cilbes just belore the show's
debut (September, 170, and o
everyone's  surprise,  Davdnew about t Look at Valentina,
upstaged his stepmather He hzd the same trlp going "
“It wag  really Shirley's! Speaking of trips David sendn
show ' sad Daved  “She was|hs press agent nght up the wall
the alar All the Inierviews were[when he [(reely admits he Ras
sel up for her. Everybody knew experimenied with pot Bul he
Shirley Jores Nobody knew me E:]s-:- admits, “for me it was a
I dudn't even have a record cutibad imp The walla got higher
et Bul when we checked unlo jand thicker I couldn't function.
the Ambassader in Chicago, theiSa [ wiped the slale clean ™
man ab the desk asked if therelAnd he dotsn't recommend it

ship and there's nothiog bad
or evil about |t Nor any.hing

|I-'l-!- 1 Cassdy In our parly Heilo others

sald there was some mail for! A recenl «ory i the un
me Mall' Man, you should derground newspaper Reliing
have seen the maul Bushels ofjSione also brovght em.
It |barrassmen: o his agenis and
Put that wasn't all His phone|manzgers Daved nbviousiv is
rang a1l mght Jong Andinot as angehe as hes v choir

| & movie mle which 1 didn't get,
ut someene from Universal
saw my lest so Lhty gave me

|

wherever he went, he wa s boy imdne )
showered with hundreds of mfis | But across the  generaton
I Detrolt teenagers serambiedigap nd conmdering he woen't

a pole a3 @ l&yearold drugout of bed 2t 8 am on a ralny even born wnul Apsil 12, 193,

{addict m Irenuide Then | did|

moming Just fo get a ghmpwehis head seems fairly  well

an Adem 12 and some others—|of han enlenng & v studio fscrewed on for a ked who hit
2ll straight ectng robes, po'Other cibies, almilar stories

it that big everright




