PAGE 1

TUESDAY, JULY 26,2016 9
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1S a great new happening
song by David Cassidy. ‘Rock
Me Baby! Here we go!” Col-
lins, 56, said July 13.

At the time, Cassidy was
well-known for his work with
The Partridge Family and
the pop mainstream sounds
of “Come On Get Happy”
and “I Think I Love You.”

Recalling the first time he
heard “Rock Me Baby,” Col-
lins said: “The first thing I
noticed 1s it did not sound
like David Cassidy It had a
harder edge. At the time, he
wanted to forge ahead. He
wanted to break out of that
mold. As soon as I heard it
on the radio, I went out to a
record store called Greco’s
and bought it. It was on
Broad Street 1n Hazleton.
The 45 cost me 69 cents. And
when I called the guys In my
band and said ‘Hey, we're
ogolng to learn a David Cas-
sidy song,” they laughed at
me. They didn’t take me
seriously. And I said, ‘You
have to hear this song. It
sounds nothing like The
Partridge Family. It’s
straight-ahead rock ‘n’ roll.”

Today Collins 1s a veteran
entertainer, radio personali-
ty and music historian. And
he praised the Schuylkill
County Fair Assoclation for
booking Cassidy this year.

“Over the vears at the fair,
we’'ve seen many acts from
the 1960s, from The Turtles
to Paul Revere and the Raid-
ers, Davy Jones and Felix
Cavaliere and The Rascals.
Charlie Kershner has done a
ogreat job of bringing all
those acts in,” Collins said,
referring to the fair’s enter-
tailnment representative.

“But the people who are
the late baby boomers, our
days were the 1970s. So to
bring David Cassldy 1In as
kind of a forerunner of that
1s a great idea,” Collins said.

The Schuylkill County
Falr managed to book Cas-
sidy since the legendary
singer was going to be in the
area at the time, Kim Mor-
gan, Pine Grove, public rela-
tions and marketing direc-
tor for the Schuylkill Coun-
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Joe Collins, left, and his brother, Eddie Collins, both of
Pottsville, spin a David Cassidy record on July 13.
Cassidy will be at this vear’s Schuylkill County Fair.

ty Falr Assoclation, said
Monday.

On Sunday, Aug. 7, Cassl-
dy 1s scheduled to perform
at The Historic Sutfolk The-
ater 1n Riverhead, N.Y.,
according to his website at
www.davidcassidy.com.

“We got him because he’ll
be passing through. Charlie
Kershner heard he was
oolng to be 1n the area. The
Schuylkill County Visitors
Bureau contacted us and
sald they had x-amount of
dollars and asked if they
could have some input into
who we brought onto our
main stage that Saturday
night. Charlie came up with
a couple of suggestions.
They came back with a cou-
ple of 1deas and Charlie got
him,” Morgan sald, refer-
ring to Cassidy.

Cassidy could not be
reached for comment this
week.

Fans who want seats close
to the M&T Stage should
make arrangements for
“premium seating,” Morgan
salid.

“New to the 2016
Schuylkill County Fair this
vear will be premium seat-
ing for select concerts. Pre-
mium seating will be sold as
a cash transaction on the
day of the performance on a
first-come-first-serve basis
with a two-ticket limit for
per person. Persons seeking
to purchase Premium Seat-

ing for the selected concerts
will be required to pay the
$5 admission to the fair as
well,” Morgan said.

Premium seating will be
avallable for three concerts
at the fair:

« Shawn Klush as Elvis on
Thursday, Aug. 4, $15. He 18
performing at 7 and 9 p.m.
Premium seating starts at 4
p.m.

Little Texas on Friday,
Aug. 5, $10. The concert 1s at
9 p.m. Premlium seating
starts at4 p.m.

« David Cassidy in Con-
cert on Saturday, Aug. 6, $20.
The concert 1s at 9 p.m. Pre-
mium seating starts at 11
a.m. that morning.

“Payment will be made at
the M&T Stage. Seating 1s
limited and will be subject
to availability. Patrons pur-
chasing premium seating
must place their lawn chailr
In a numbered space that 1s
the width of a regular lawn
chalr. Once patron’s chair is
placed In the numbered
space, the patron may leave
the area and enjoy the fair
until time of performance,”
Morgan said.

Questions in regards to
premium seating may be
addressed at 570.527.8240 or
karrergrace@yahoo.com.

For more information
about the fair visit the fair
website at www.schuylkill-
fair.com.



